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A to Z through the Sinhalese language. I am certain that the
children of the nation that receive instruction in a tongue other
than their own commit suicide. It robs them of their birth-right.
A foreign medium means an undue strain upon the youngsters,
it robs them of all originality. It stunts their growth and isolates
them from their home. I regard therefore such a thing as a
national tragedy of first importance, and I would like also to
suggest that since I have known Sanskrit in India as the
mother language, and since you have received all religious
instruction from the teachings of one who was himself an
Indian amongst Indians and who had derived his inspiration
from Sanskrit writings that it would be but right on your part
to introduce Sanskrit as one of the languages that should be
diligently studied. I should expect an institution of this kind to
supply the whole of the Buddhist community in Ceylon with
text books written in Sinhalese and giving all the best from the
treasures of old.
I hope that you will not consider that I have placed before
you an unattainable ideal. Instances occur to me from history
where teachers have made herculean efforts in order to restore
the dignity of the mother-tongue and to restore the dignity of
the old treasures which were about to be forgotten.
I am glad indeed that you are giving due attention to athle-
tics and I congratulate you upon acquitting yourselves with
distinction in games. I do not know whether you had any indi-
genous games or not. I should, however, be exceedingly sur-
prised and even painfully surprised, if I were told that before
cricket and football descended upon your sacred soil, your boys
were devoid of all games. If you have national games, I would
urge upon you that yours is an institution that should lead in
reviving old games. I know that we have in India many noble
indigenous games just as interesting and exciting as cricket or
football, also as much attended with risks as football is, but with
the added advantage that they are inexpensive, because the
cost is practically next to nothing.
I am no indiscriminate superstitious worshipper of all that
goes under the name of ' ancient'. I never hesitated to endea-
vour to demolish all that is evil or immoral, no matter how
ancient it may be, but with that reservation. I must confess to